
Please remember that the January board and membership meet-
ings have been changed to Sunday, January 7, 2001 due to the 
Road Runner Regional Rodeo the following weekend. We hope 
you will make every effort to attend the membership meeting. 
   At the January 7 membership meeting, voting for the 2001 
Chapter Board will take place. Those individuals nominated for 
the various positions are: 
 
PRESIDENT                             CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE 
Chuck Browning                         Shirley Steiger                    
Woody Howard                           FUND RAISING DIRECTOR 
VICE PRESIDENT                       No Nominations        
Glen May                                    RODEO EVENTS DIRECTOR  
SECRETARY                               Will Lann                      
Claire Miller                               
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR                     
Ric Leone                                     
Thom Rowley 
                    

Ron Trusely, Phx. Chapter President 

Road Runner Regional Rodeo 2001 is fast approaching. Volun-
teers are still needed in all areas. At the January 7, 2001 Phoe-
nix Chapter membership meeting, we will again be recruiting vol-
unteers. If you will volunteer to help us, or know of others who 
are ready to volunteer, please let us know or sign up on January 
7. A volunteer thank you party is scheduled for January 28 from 
7:00 until 9:00 p.m. on the patio at Charlie’s. 
    Also, at the November 12, 2000 membership meeting, Chuck 
Browning was voted as RRRR 2001 Grand Marshal - CON-
GRATULATIONS, CHUCK!  This is a well-deserved recognition.  
Program dedication will be to Artie Michaelis. 
   It’s official: Bud Light will be our International Sponsor again 
for 2001. Bob Pimentel has met with our local distributor and is 
working with them in regards to their sponsorship involvement. 
   Buckle sponsorships are still available as well as other miscel-
laneous sponsorships.  

Ron Trusley, Rodeo Director 
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Road Runner Regional Rodeo 2001 

Remember Folks, 
the rodeo is coming 
up this month! Any 
questions? 
Call the hotline or 
check our  web site! 
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“A RODEO ODYSSEY” 
ROAD RUNNER REGIONAL RODEO 2001 

JANUARY 12-14, 2001 
 

VOLUNTEER FORM  
 

NAME:                                                                                                                                      
 
ADDRESS:                                                                                                                                
 
                                                                                                                                                 
 
PHONE NO:        (        )                                                                        
 
E-MAIL:                                                                                                 
 
 
PLEASE MARK THE AREA(S) FOR WHICH YOU WANT TO VOLUNTEER.  IF YOU WISH, MARK A 1ST,  
2ND, AND 3RD PREFERENCE.  ALSO MARK THE DAYS/NIGHTS WHEN YOU ARE AVAILABLE TO WORK.  
 
 
[    ]  SCRIP SALES                                                 [    ]  RODEO TICKET SALES  
 
[    ]  TICKET TAKERS                                             [    ]  VOLUNTEER SECURITY 
 
[    ]  A.G.R.A. BOOTH                                            [    ]  ARENA CREW  
 
[    ]  CHUTE CREW                                                 [    ]  SECRETARIAL RUNNER 
 
[    ]  FRIDAY NIGHT                                               [    ]  SECRETARIAL STAFF 
        CONTESTANT REGISTRATION 
 
[    ]  OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) 
 
 
I AM AVAILABLE TO WORK: 
 
[    ]  FRIDAY NIGHT                                               [    ]  SATURDAY DAY 
 
[    ]  SATURDAY NIGHT                                         [    ]  SUNDAY DAY 
 
[    ]  SUNDAY NIGHT 
 
 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO: 
    
    RODEO DIRECTOR 2001 
    A.G.R.A.-PHOENIX CHAPTER 
    PO BOX 16363 
    PHOENIX AZ  85011-6363 
 
OR TURN IN THE COMPLETED FORM TO RON TRUSLEY AT ANY A.G.R.A. MEMBERSHIP MEETING 



                    
 JA N U A R Y  20 0 1 P A G E  3  

The butterflies in my stomach must have multiplied like rabbits. I feel them spread through my 
guts. I was too nervous to sleep last night. Today is a big day. Walking around the rodeo grounds, 
I don’t feel like eating anything, but I need to eat something! My turn won’t be until late after-
noon.    
Finally it is time to get ready. I start by heating up my rope. Although my new glove fits perfectly, 
it is not yet broken in, and therefore needs more rosin than it normally would. Too much rosin, on 
the other hand, could cause me to get hung up, causing serious injury.    
   It is getting close to first call. I am ready as can be and start wondering why, on earth, I keep 
getting myself into these situations. I sit on the grass and close my eyes. I go through everything, 
remember the drill. 
   “Bull riders get ready,” the announcer calls. What does he mean “GET ready?” I am here. My 
glove is rolled up in one shirt pocket, the mouth guard is in the other. I put on the glove, walk 
over to the cutes and work on my rope one last time. Women are up first today, thank goddess. 
Someone points at a huge black animal with big horns: “This one is yours!” I put my mouth guard 
in. Some guy, I think it is Mike, takes my rope and rigs the bull. 
   As I climb into the cute, someone asks me how I will call to have the gate opened “Do you holler 
or nod?” “I’ll run,” I feel like saying. Instead I say “I’ll holler.”  Standing over the animal, I insert 
my right hand into the hand- hold. Jim ties me in: tight, 
but not too tight. My heart beats at warp speed, about 
to burst through my chest any second now. I use my left 
fist to beat on my fingers to make sure everything sticks 
as well as possible. 
   I sit down almost on top of my hand. It feels weird, be-
cause I am used to riding horses. This is a whole dif-
ferent story: the way I sit and the way I hold on are the 
exact opposite of what I am used to. I try to relax. My 
spurs are drilling into the bull’s side. My muscles are 
as flexed as they’ll ever get. I yell “GO!” 
   The gate opens and the beast explodes to the left. My left 
arm is up in the air as I try to balance my body and hold on to the rope. I smell the bull, see the 
dust as he jumps with all his might. He spins to the right. I feel myself losing balance. My legs 
hold on even tighter. I wait to hear the horn, but I hear nothing. I am frozen in time. It is just me 
and the animal. I don’t even hear the cheers of the crowd. Another jump. He comes down hard. I 
want it all to be over, but I don’t have time to think. I try to remember what I’ve been taught: hang 
on and when he spins kick with the opposite leg. Kick? Ha, I am trying to hang on, how could I 
possibly let go to kick? I don’t care about getting any extra points as long as I make my six sec-
onds. 
   Another jump, I get thrown forward. I must have been riding this thing for two hours already; 
still no whistle! I see the bull’s horns get dangerously close to my face. I’ll have to sit up or I will 
get hurt, which is easier said than done. My right arm is wearing out and so are my legs. I lean 
back just as the bull jumps to the left again. That does it: I slide. The ground comes closer. Seeing 
the animal’s hoofs, I try to stretch my body away from him to avoid getting kicked. My face hits 
the ground, I taste sand. I roll over. The bull fighter jumps in to protect me. Somewhere far away I 
hear the horn. I get up and run as fast as my tired legs will let me. I find the gate. Someone hands 
me my bull rope and I am out of there. Upon reaching a safe area behind the chutes, I am finally 
able to breath again.  
   The crowd roars. A voice announces my score: 69. I can’t believe I made it! This score will at 
least win me a ribbon, maybe even a buckle! I feel worn out, weak. The excitement has finally 
caught up with me. I sit down on the grass again. My girlfriend comes over and gives me a huge 
hug and a kiss. She tells me that she is proud of me. She starts taking off her clothes. “But 
honey, not here,” I hear myself say just before I wake up. Oh no! It has all just been a dream...  

Anna Hartwig 

The Bull 
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By the time the rodeo starts on Saturday morning, AGRA will have a new Royalty Corps. 
Four candidates will compete for the honor to represent AGRA during the year 2001. 
For those interested in the event, here is a tentative schedule: 
   On Thursday, Jan. 11th, the public part starts at Charlie’s at 7:00 pm with the western 
wear and  public presentation part of the pageant. 
   On Friday morning at 9:00 in- terviews will be held at the Ra-
mada Inn, followed by the horse- manship. However this portion is 
not open to the public. 
   The grand finale will also take place at the Ramada Inn on Fri-
day. At 7:00 pm the talent por- tion will kick off the party,  fol-
lowed by the step downs of our 2000 Royalty. The crowning of the 
new Royalty will take place at 10:00 pm.  
   All those of you who are still in doubt about coming to the rodeo, 
please come on down Thursday and/or Friday night and party with the cowboys and cow-
girls and support the candidates who have worked hard during the past months to be able 
to compete. There are three contestants for Miss AGRA and one for Ms. AGRA. Good luck 
to all of you! 

Anna Shannon, Editor 
 

AGRA Royalty Pageant to Kick 
Off the Rodeo Weekend 

This year, IGRA again offers a variety of seminars to those interested in getting involved in 
the official side of the rodeo. 
   The seminars cover the following positions: Arena Directors (held by Jeanne McLoud), 
Chute Coordinators (held by Kim Dawson), Judges (held by Patrick Terry), Secretaries and 
Scorekeepers (held by Larry Lindstrom), and  P.R. (held by Doug Graff). 
   A pre-registration fee of $25.00 per person is required. Checks should be made out to 
IGRA and sent to the IGRA Executive Office. The letter has to be postmarked at least forty-
five days prior to the date of the seminar. The fee shall be refundable upon attendance and 
shall be forfeited for non-attendance. Late registration will be accepted at the discretion of 
the respective Committee Chairperson. 
   Anyone interested can get dates and schedules by checking out the IGRA web site or by 
calling  the IGRA Office in Denver at (303) 832 IGRA. 

Anna Shannon, Editor 

I G R A  S e m i n a r s  i n  2 0 01 

A tall weather-worn cowboy walked into the saloon and ordered 
a beer. The regulars quietly ob- served the drifter through half-
closed eyelids. No one spoke, but they all noticed that the strangers 
hat was made of brown wrapping paper. Less obvious was the fact 
that his shirt and vest were also made of paper. As were his chaps, 
pants, and even his boots, includ- ing the paper spurs. Truth be told, 
even the saddle, blanket and bri- dle on his horse were made entirely 
of paper. Of course he was soon arrested for rustling...  
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““IGRA  UNIVERSITY  2001”IGRA  UNIVERSITY  2001”  
Hosted  by  HGRAHosted  by  HGRA  

 
Dear IGRA University 2001 Candidate: 
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that you have been accepted into IGRA University 2001, which 
will be held during the weekend of February 16-18, 2001. Your hosts for this stimulating aca-
demic experience will be the members of the Heartland Gay Rodeo Association (HGRA). 
 
Classes will be conducted on the “campus” of the Clarion Hotel Carlisle, located at 10909 M 
Street in Omaha, Nebraska. The Clarion has generously provided University 2001 attendees 
with a rate of $72 per night. Please make your hotel reservations by calling the Clarion directly 
at (402) 331-8220.  When making your reservations, be sure to identify yourself as an IGRA 
University 2001 attendee, so that you will be guaranteed the special $72 per night “student” 
rate. 
 
The registration fee for the entire weekend is $60. For this incredibly low tuition fee, you will 
receive entrance into all classes, a workbook and other materials to complement class content, 
a buffet dinner and entertainment, and a “Certificate of Completion” at the conclusion of 
classes on Sunday, February 18. 
 
Please fill out the enrollment form below to reserve your place in IGRA University 2001. Your 
application must be postmarked no later than February 2, 2001, in order to avoid potential as-
sessment of a late fee. Checks should be made payable to “HGRA,” and should be mailed with 
your completed registration form to: HGRA, P.O. Box 3354, Omaha, NE 68103-0354. 
 
University 2001 is open to anyone. You do not have to be a member to avail yourself of the op-
portunity to expand and enhance your business, organizational, and life experience knowledge.  
Plan now to join us in an atmosphere of fun and fellowship, learning and sharing, as we not 
only acquire new skills and information, but further develop the assets and talents we already 
possess.  
 
The faculty and instructors of University 2001 look forward to your participation in, and contri-
butions to, this very worthwhile and beneficial educational experience. If you have questions 
regarding IGRA University 2001, or require additional information, please call our hotline at 
800-561-6918, or visit our website at www.hgra.net <http://www.hgra.net> or www.igra.com 
<http://www.igra.com>. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________           State_____________     Zip_______________ 
 
Telephone_________________________________         E-mail______________________________ 
 
Association Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 
T-shirt Size:    Circle one:      Women’s         Small               XL 
                                                Men’s              Medium          XXL 
                                                                        Large               Other:________________________ 
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First I would like to begin with a big thanks 
for all the membership who voted me in to 
take over when Chuck had to leave Phoenix 
I had big job to take on and I hope I have 
done it to all of your expectations.  In Janu-
ary we hold the elections and hopefully I 
will get elected again and can fulfill my year 
for 2001.  
   Next I would like to say congratulations 
to all of the new State Board members: Bob 
Pimentel, President, Dan Iverson, Vice 
President, and Ric Leone as your new State 
Secretary. Good going guys.  
   As we near the rodeo it has become a very 
busy and challenging time for all of us, so 
lets get our volunteers together and put on 
a spectacular rodeo for 2001.  
So keep in mind,  
LET'S RODEO AND PARTY !!! 

  
Glen May, Phx Chapter V.P.  

         
At the AGRA annual meeting and banquet 
on Dec 17th I acknowledge the 2000 State 
Board of Directors and the work they have 
done over the last year along with other 
AGRA members thanking them for their 
efforts and accomplishments. I need to 
make the membership aware of a large er-
ror on my part. I neglected to recognize 
our Trustee for the last three years, Chuck 
Browning. This by no means was inten-
tional and I feel terrible about the error. 
Chuck has represented AGRA at the IGRA 
level with a great deal of dedication and 
knowledge of the sport of rodeo. I thank 
and respect him for the time he served 
and his ongoing willingness to work with 
me and other AGRA members. Chuck, 
please except my apologies and I look for-
ward to working with you in the future.  

Bob Pimentel Jr.,  
State President & IGRA Trustee  

Happy New Year From  
The Vice resident 

SunSun  MonMon  TueTue  WedWed  ThuThu  FriFri  SatSat  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 
Gen. Member-
ship Meeting at 
Charlie’s 7:00 

pm 

8 9 10 11 
Royalty Con-

test 7:00 pm at 
Charlie’s  

12 
RRRR & Roy-
alty Contest 

13 
RRRR 2001 

14 
RRRR 2001 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

January  2001January  2001   
S C H E D U L E  
O F  E V E N TS 

• 1/7/2001:                             1/7/2001:                             
7:00 pm Membership Meeting 
at Charlie’s   

• 1/11/2001: 1/11/2001:                              
7:00 pm Royalty Contest starts 
at Charlie’s       

• 1/12/20011/12/2001:                             
7:00 pm the Royalty Contest 
continues at the Ramada Inn    

• 1/121/12 --13/2001:                     13/2001:                     
RRRR 2001 in Phoenix   

 

  

 

  

  

From The President/Trustee  



Sta te  BoarS ta te  Boar dd  

  
Bob Pimentel Jr., PresidentBob Pimentel Jr., President  

Phone:  (602) 866-0069 
E-Mail:  azrlp@uswest.net 

 
Dan Iversen, Vice PresidentDan Iversen, Vice President  

Phone:  (480) 671-0235 
 

Ric Leone, SecretaryRic Leone, Secretary  
Phone:  (623) 877-5479 

E-Mail:  rleone1@uswest.net 
 

Ed (E.J.) Powers, TreasurerEd (E.J.) Powers, Treasurer  
Phone:  (480) 303-0196 

E-Mail:  EPOWERS124@aol.com 
 

Lacey Edwards, Phoenix Chapter Rep.Lacey Edwards, Phoenix Chapter Rep.  
Phone:  (602) 852-0445 

E-Mail:  rodeolace@yahoo.com 
 

Bob Pimentel, TrusteeBob Pimentel, Trustee  
Phone:  (602) 866-0069 

E-Mail:  azrlp@uswest.net 

 
 

A.G.R.A. RoyaltyA.G.R.A. Royalty  
 

Mr. A.G.R.A. 2000Mr. A.G.R.A. 2000  
Steve Mack 

Phone: (602) 776-9622 
 

Miss A.G.R.A. 2000Miss A.G.R.A. 2000   

Victoria London 

(a.k.a. Scott Tickler) 

Phone: (602) 230-9762 

A.G.R.A. Board Of Directors  

P h o e n i x  C h a p t e r  B o a rP h o e n i x  C h a p t e r  B o a r dd  
  

Ron Trusley, PresidentRon Trusley, President  
Phone: (602) 230Phone: (602) 230--09400940  

EE--Mail: rtrusley@uswest.netMail: rtrusley@uswest.net  
  

Glen May, Vice PresidentGlen May, Vice President  
Phone:Phone: (623) 877 (623) 877--54795479  

EE--Mail: agragmay@uswest.netMail: agragmay@uswest.net  
  

Claire Miller, SecretaryClaire Miller, Secretary  
Phone: (602) 852 0445Phone: (602) 852 0445  

EE--Mail: cowgirlzup@dellnet.comMail: cowgirlzup@dellnet.com  
  

Ed (Ed (E.J.) Powers, TreasurerE.J.) Powers, Treasurer  
Phone: (480) 303Phone: (480) 303--01960196  

EE--Mail: EPOWERS124@aol.com Mail: EPOWERS124@aol.com   
  

Ric Leone, Public Relations DirectorRic Leone, Public Relations Director  
Phone: (623) 877Phone: (623) 877--54795479  

EE--Mail: rleone1@uswest.netMail: rleone1@uswest.net  
  

Thom Rowley, Dance & Entertainment DirectorThom Rowley, Dance & Entertainment Director  
Phone: (602) 331Phone: (602) 331--88398839  

EE--Mail: tgrowley@uswest.netMail: tgrowley@uswest.net  
  

Woody Howard, FundWoody Howard, Fund--Raising DirectorRaising Director  
Phone: (602) 263Phone: (602) 263--76797679  

EE--Mail: wdysuz@uswest.netMail: wdysuz@uswest.net  
  

Will Lann, Rodeo Events DirectorWill Lann, Rodeo Events Director  
Phone: (6Phone: (623) 53523) 535--21892189  

EE--Mail: azhoggy@aol.comMail: azhoggy@aol.com  
  

Lacey Edwards, Phoenix Chapter Rep.Lacey Edwards, Phoenix Chapter Rep.  
Phone: (602) 852Phone: (602) 852--04450445  

EE--Mail: rodeolace@yahoo.comMail: rodeolace@yahoo.com  
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Why is the South called “The Land Of Dixie”? Believe it or not, it has nothing to do 
with Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, the 18th century surveyors whose Mason/Dixon 
line separated the North from the South. Nor did it come from Mr. Dixie, a kindly slave 
owner. 
   Early in the 19th century, a New Orleans bank issued 10 dollar bills that bore the word 
dix , the French word for 10, on their face. The bills became known as “dixies,”  and pos-
sessing them was a symbol of prosperity. Therefore, they became synonymous with the 
South. 
   What’s surprising, though, is where the theme song of the Confederacy came from. 
Dixie was actually composed by a black Northerner, Daniel D. Emmett. It was first per-
formed in a Broadway show in 1860. 

A Piece of Country Trivia 



 

A.G.R.A. Newsletter 

Change of Address (to be sent to the state P.O. Box):            
Name:________________________________________________ 
 
Street:________________________________________________        
                                                                                                        
City:__________________________________________________         
                                                                      
State:_______ ZIP:______________________________________ 
                                                                        
Daytime 
Phone:________________________________________________ 
 
Evening 
Phone:________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail 
Address:______________________________________________ 
  
Would you prefer to receive this publicatiWould you prefer to receive this publication by eon by e--mail?         mail?         
                                  
                YESYES                                                                    NONO  
 

The Branding Iron is a 
publication of A.G.R.A. 

Please send press 
releases and article 

submissions directly to: 
 

The Branding Iron 
515 E Carefree Hwy., 

PMB 465    
Phoenix AZ 85085 

 
Or e-mail to: 

SteerRdr@att.net 
 

A.G.R.A. 
 

P.O. Box 40465 
Phoenix AZ 85067-0465 

Check out our website:  
www.agra-phx.com 

A.G.R.A. Phoenix Chapter 
P.O. Box 16363 

Phoenix AZ 85011-6363 
Ph.: (602) 265-0618 

E-Mail: admin@agra-phx.
com 

We wish all our members a very 
happy and successful New Year! 


